
Highclere Castle (Downton Abbey) & Much More  
12 - 15 April

The much-loved TV series “Downton Abbey” may have left our screens, but not our hearts.
Explore the magnificent Highclere Castle, home to Downton Abbey and follow in the
footsteps of the aristocratic Crawley family and servants in the rooms and vistas so
familiar to us. On this tour we also visit Avebury Manor ‘the Manor Reborn’, have a chance
to find out about American traditions at the American Museum in Britain and end with a
horse drawn boat cruise with ploughman’s lunch. With free time in Bath, Devizes and
Marlborough, there’s something for everyone.

DOUBLETREE BY HILTON 
Swindon Hotel

Set in the beautiful Wiltshire countryside, the
stylish guest rooms have WiFi access, air-
conditioning and an LCD TV 

Thursday 12 April
Departing Oxted, we make our way to Milestones
living history museum in Basingstoke. Wander down
cobbled streets and chat with staff in period costumes,
take a trip back in time to late 1800s and 1900s
streets with shops, factories, a garage, houses and
vintage vehicles and visit Collections Corner and see
how long it is before you say “we had one of those!”

Telephone: (01883)7136338

£407.00 PER PERSON
Single Room Supp: £66.00

Nat Trust members less £9.50, 
but must bring card

What’s Included
✔ 3 nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast 

✔ All bedrooms are en suite with TV,

telephone, hairdryer, WiFi & hospitality tray. 

✔ Entry to Milestones Museum

✔ Entry to Highclere Castle, Gardens &

Egyptian Exhibition

✔ Time to explore Bath, Devizes &

Marlborough

✔ Entry to American Museum in Britain

✔ Entry to Avebury Manor

✔ Horse drawn boat cruise with ploughman’s

lunch
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Early afternoon we make the short journey to
‘Downton Abbey’, from the very popular period drama.
Set amidst 1,000 acres of spectacular parkland,
Highclere castle has been home to the Carnarvon
family since 1679. It has a fascinating connection with
ancient Egypt as the 5th Earl, with Howard Carter,
discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun in the Valley of
the Kings in 1922. The castle now houses an exhibition
that commemorates this historic event. Spend the
afternoon exploring the finest inhabited Victorian
residence in all England, the magnificent parkland
designed by ‘Capability’ Brown and a Secret Garden.
Late afternoon we continue on to our hotel.

Friday 13 April This morning we head to Bath, where
we shall be free to explore and find lunch. Early
afternoon we make the short journey to the American
Museum in Britain: the only museum of American
decorative and folk art outside the United States, it
shows the diverse and complex nature of American
traditions and takes you on a journey through the
history of America, from its early settlers to the 20th
century. The grounds total some 125 acres, of which

35 are open to visitors, with spectacular views over
the Limpley Stoke Valley and River Avon.

Saturday 14 April 
After breakfast we make our way to the Wiltshire town
of Devizes. Here we have time for lunch and to explore
before we leave and journey on to Avebury Manor,
setting for the television series The Manor Reborn,
which aired in December 2011 and showed how nine
of Avebury Manor’s rooms and part of the garden were
redecorated and redesigned in five different styles:
Tudor, Queen Anne, Georgian, Victorian and 20th
century. You may like to visit the Alexander Keiller
Museum. Entry is not included, but is free for National
Trust & English Heritage members.

Sunday 15 April 
After a leisurely breakfast, we make the short journey
to Marlborough, where we shall have some time to
explore before driving on to Kintbury to take a step
back in time to the gentle pace of 18th century
England, boarding a horse-drawn barge for a pleasant
cruise along the Kennet and Avon Canal. During the
cruise you will be served with a ploughman’s lunch.
Following our cruise we make our way homewards,
arriving late afternoon. 
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