Althorp House – Family
Home of the Late Diana,
Princess of Wales
Depart Oxted 8.30am (Route A) for Althorp, home to
the Spencer family for over 500 years. Here we shall
have time to find lunch before our 1.30pm entry to
the house. Althorp’s magnificent interiors house one of
Europe’s finest private collections of furniture, pictures
and ceramics including portraits and paintings by
Rubens, Van Dyck, Reynolds and Gainsborough, along
with many rare and beautiful pieces by lesser-known
artists. During the visit you will see a total of nineteen
rooms including some of the Spencer Family’s private
apartments. Althorp is not the product of any one
period, but has changed over the years, its
remodellings naturally showing the prevailing taste at
the time. You will also be at leisure to enjoy the
extensive grounds, and see the poignant Round Oval,
an Island in the ornamental lake, the final resting place
of Diana, Princess of Wales. (Please note that there is
no public access to the Island itself.) Refreshments
available. Return leave 4.00pm. Arriving back at
Godstone by approx. 6.30pm.

DAY EXCURSIONS 2018

Monday 30th July

Adult £47.95

Sen Cit £45.50 • Child £33.50

© www.geograph.org.uk - Steve Daniels

(Inclusive of Coach/Entry to Althorp)

Wednesday 1st August

Kelmscott Manor
Depart Oxted 8.30am (Route A) for the drive to Kelmscott Manor, nr.
Lechlade, a Grade I listed late 16th century Manor House with gardens
reaching down to the River Thames. The house is best known for its
associations with William Morris who chose it as his summer home,
signing a joint lease with the Pre-Raphaelite painter Dante Gabriel
Rossetti in the summer of 1871. Morris loved the house as a work of
true craftsmanship, totally unspoilt and unaltered, and in harmony with
the village and the surrounding countryside with its ‘quaint garrets
amongst great timbers of the roof where of old times the tillers and
herdsmen slept”. Its beautiful gardens, with barns, dovecote, a meadow
and stream, provided a constant source of inspiration. The house –
perhaps the most evocative of all the houses associated with Morris –
contains an outstanding collection of the possessions and works of
Morris, his family and associates (Benson Burne-Jones, Rossetti and
Webb amongst them), including furniture, original textiles, pictures,
carpets, ceramics and metalwork. You will be at leisure to explore this
Manor House little changed from William Morris' day with most of its
original timberwork and stone fireplaces still in place. Return leave
4.30pm. Arriving back in Godstone by approx. 6.45pm.

Adult £39.80 • Child £28.55

(Inclusive of Coach/Entry to House)
(HHA Members less Adult £10.00, Child £5.00, but must bring card)

For bookings call (01883) 713633

© VisitEngland - Experience Oxfordshire
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Friday 3rd August

Woolbeding Gardens
Depart Oxted 9.45am (Route A) for the
drive to Midhurst, where we shall have
time to find lunch before, early
afternoon, making the short journey
to Woolbeding Gardens, one of West
Sussex’s best-kept secrets. We
commence our visit with a 10-minute
introductory talk by one of the
gardening team, after which we shall be
free to explore. The 26-acre garden is
the creation of Mr Simon Sainsbury and
Stewart Grimshaw. With the help of
notable garden designers Lanning Roper
in the 1980’s and the Bannermans in
the late 1990’s, Woolbeding has
developed into the modern masterpiece
you see today. This horticultural haven
features follies of elegant architecture
and carefully composed garden borders,
shaped by some of the best
contemporary designers and craftsmen
and offers a glimpse into English
country life of the most luscious and
rarefied kind. Refreshments available.
Return leave 4.30pm. Arriving back at
Godstone approx. 6.15pm.

Adult £29.95

Child £21.95
(Inclusive of Coach/Entry to Woolbeding
Gardens). (National Trust members less
£7.70 but must bring card)
© National Trust

DAY EXCURSIONS 2018

Tuesday 7th August
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Marlborough & HorseDrawn Boat Trip
Depart Oxted 8.30am (Route A) for
Marlborough where we have time to find
lunch before driving on to Kintbury to
take a step back in time to the gentle
pace of 18th century England, boarding a
horse-drawn barge for a pleasant cruise
along the Kennet and Avon Canal. During
the cruise you will be served with tea &
cake. Return leave 4.30pm. Arriving back
in Godstone by approx. 6.30pm.

Adult £41.95

Sen Cit £40.95
Child £35.95

(Inclusive of Coach/Boat Trip and
Afternoon Tea)

For bookings call (01883) 713633

Newhaven Fort
Depart Oxted 9.15am (Route A) for the drive to
Newhaven Fort which, cloaked in mystery and
protected by its impressive ramparts, has been keeping
secrets safely hidden for almost 150 years. Venture
inside this extraordinary Victorian structure to discover
its fascinating and surprising past. Journey deep into the
vast network of tunnels, venture on to the ramparts and
gun emplacements to soak up the stunning views, and
unlock the secret stories of the people who lived and
worked at Newhaven Fort. Explore hundreds of genuine
military artefacts housed in the casemates lining the
Parade Ground and reveal their hidden history. Don’t
miss the realistic air-raid recreation in the Blitz Bomb
Shelter and the fascinating Home Front exhibition.
Despite the vital importance of the Royal Observer
Corps in peace and war, immerse yourself in the story
of “the war to end all wars” in the highly praised First
World War exhibition. Refreshments available in the
vintage 1940’s themed Fort Teas Tea Room, complete
with authentic furniture to make you feel like you’ve
popped back in time for a cup of tea and a slice of
cake. Return leave 3.30pm, arriving back at Godstone
approx. 4.45pm.

DAY EXCURSIONS 2018

Thursday 9th August

Adult £27.50

Sen Cit £26.50 • Child £19.75

(Inclusive of Coach/Entry to Newhaven Fort)

Friday 10th August

3 Queens Extended
Harbour Tour
Depart Oxted 8.00am (Route A) for the
drive to Southampton where we shall
‘Step Aboard’ our Blue Funnel Cruiser
for a 1½ hour extended Harbour Tour.
During our cruise we shall view
Cunard’s 3 Queens, Queen Mary 2,
Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth,
whilst they are all in port together for
the only time this year. Following our
cruise we make the short journey to
Haskins Garden Centre where we shall
be free to find lunch in their restaurant
and have a browse. Return leave
3.00pm, arriving back at Godstone
approx. 5.00pm.

Adult £36.50

Child £25.95
(Inclusive of Coach/Boat Fare)

For bookings call (01883) 713633

© cunard3queens.com
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Tuesday 14th August

Anglesey Abbey, Gardens & Lode
Mill, or Cambridge
Depart Oxted 8.15am (Route A) for the university town of Cambridge,
situated on the banks of the River Cam, where you will be at leisure to
explore. The town has a long and varied history – from Roman camp
and Saxon market town to Norman military stronghold. In the 13th
century the first students appeared – and with them Cambridge took
on the character which still exists today. OR, you may wish to continue
on to Anglesey Abbey and spend the day exploring this Jacobean style
house built on the site of a 12th century Augustinian priory. When you
step into this elegant home, you journey back to a golden age of
country-house living. The Domestic Wing shows how the staff serving
the meticulous Lord Fairhaven ran his household like clockwork.
The celebrated garden, with its sweeping avenues, classical statuary and
flower borders, offers captivating views, vibrant colours and delicious
scents. A visit to the historic working watermill and famous Winter
Garden will complete your day. Return leave Anglesey Abbey 3.30pm,
Cambridge 4.00pm. Arriving back in Godstone by approx. 6.15pm.

Adult £41.70 • Child £29.80

(Inclusive of Coach/Entry to House, Gardens & Watermill). (National
Trust Members less Adult £13.40, Child £7.45 but must bring card)

Adult £27.45 • Child £21.75

(Cambridge only)
© Flickr -moz278

Thursday 16th August

DAY EXCURSIONS 2018

St John’s Nursery & Garden,
Etchingham
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Depart Oxted 10.30am (Route B) for the drive to
Etchingham, where hidden away down a sleepy country
lane, a nursery, garden and café lie nestled within the oaks
of the High Weald of East Sussex. The romantic eight-acre
gardens of King John’s Lodge are as beautiful as they are
tranquil, and have captured the hearts of many a garden
writer, both in the UK and abroad. With the stunning
house as its backdrop, the grounds boast formal lawns
with a fountain and lily pond, a wild garden with ancient
apple trees, and a meadow. By the front of the house, is a
secret pond with a woodland walk featuring a statue of
Titania and Oberon. Nearby, sheep graze and white fantail
pigeons flutter in the picturesque parkland that surrounds
the southern and eastern sides of the house and gardens.
The nursery was created out of two derelict 1950’s
chicken sheds and the owner’s passion for growing plants,
but has evolved into an escape from the usual. Varieties
are chosen because they are the most beautiful, the
hardest to find or are the most exciting new
introductions. There’s an eclectic range of things to buy in
the shop and a beautifully styled rustic café. Return leave
2.45pm, arriving back at Limpsfield Chart approx. 4.00pm.

Adult £22.95 • Child £20.95

(Inclusive of Coach/Entry to Gardens)

© www.geograph.org.uk - Marathon

For bookings call (01883) 713633

Eastbourne &
Airbourne – the
biggest air show on
the south coast
Depart Oxted 9.15am (Route B) for
Eastbourne where you can enjoy a day
by the sea with a stroll along the pier
to visit the Victorian Tea Rooms and/or
visit the Arndale Shopping Centre.
Eastbourne is one of the largest resorts
on the South Coast, enjoying a
wonderful position on the edge of the
English Channel. Over this weekend
they are playing host to four days of
top flight entertainment with
Airbourne, their annual International
Air Show. No details of the flying
programme were available at the time
of going to print. Return leave the
Pierhead 5.30pm. Arriving back at
Limpsfield Chart by approx. 7.30pm.

DAY EXCURSIONS 2018

Saturday 18th August

Adult £22.95

Child £20.95
(Exclusive of any entry charge that may
be incurred). (All flying is subject to
weather, serviceability and operational
commitments)

Monday 20th August

Swanage & Swanage Railway
Depart Oxted 7.45am (Route A) for the drive through the New Forest
to Sandbanks and the ferry to Swanage with its sandy beach lining the
wide sweeping bay. Swanage delightfully combines the charm of a
Victorian seaside town with the conveniences and attractions of a
modern tourist resort. The Victorian era saw Swanage come alive and
transform from a small quarrying town to a popular seaside resort.
Many of the Barges taking stone to London returned with unusual gifts
from local benefactors: the Wellington Clock Tower, which stands close
to the Lifeboat House, once adorned the southern approach to London
Bridge. Those who wish may, mid afternoon, join us on a 1 hour round
trip on the Swanage Railway. The ride will take us from Swanage Station
via Harmans Cross, past the dramatic ruins and beautiful village of Corfe
to Norden where there will be a 10 minute break before retracing our
steps to Swanage. Return leave 5.00pm. Arriving back at Godstone by
approx. 8.00pm.

Adult £36.95 • Child £27.60
Adult £45.95 • Child £33.60

(Swanage only)

(Inclusive of Coach/Rail Fare)

For bookings call (01883) 713633

© Flickr - David Forder
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Tuesday 21st August

Smoky & the Boat
Depart Oxted 8.30am (Route A) for the journey to H.
Forman & Son’s famous smokehouse in East London.
Here we shall have a unique tour and tasting, including
a fascinating carving demonstration from Formans’
very own Guinness World Record Salmon slicer, Darren
Matson (who beat Gordon Ramsay in the challenge!)
followed by a delicious Forman’s Bagel Picnic Lunch,
which can be taken on board our guided river cruise.
The picnic includes Forman’s infamous London cure
smoked salmon cream cheese Boris bagels with side
salad, followed by homemade chocolate brownie treats
and a soft drink. We board our cruise boat from
Forman’s private pontoon and embark on an exclusive
two-hour tour of some of the forgotten Rivers of East
London, finishing in the beautifully landscaped park
lands of The Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. As we
cruise, we shall see some of the most iconic venues of
the Games including the Stadium, ArcelorMittal Orbit,
London Aquatics Centre and Lee Valley Velopark and
learn fascinating facts about the park and its future
from our professional tour guide. On board you will
have a fully licenced bar and toilets for your additional
comfort. Following our cruise we shall have time for a
coffee before boarding the coach for our journey back
to Godstone, arriving approx. 4.30pm

Cost £67.40

(Inclusive of Coach/Smokehouse Tour/Picnic
Lunch/Boat Trip)
(Please advise at time of booking if you require a
vegetarian meal)
Please note: we have to confirm numbers by the end of
June, so book early to avoid disappointment
© Flickr - Paul Hudson

Thursday 23rd August

DAY EXCURSIONS 2018

Littlehampton or Bognor

34

Depart Oxted 9.00am (Route A) for the drive to either
Littlehampton or Bognor to spend a day by the sea.
The small, ancient port of Littlehampton, situated at the
mouth of the River Arun, with its promenade, sandy
beaches and funfair is known as a family seaside resort
and yachting centre, although some of the old town
survives on the east bank of the Arun. Bognor Regis, a
seaside resort with a pier and five miles of hard sandy
beach, began as a Saxon village, became a medieval
fishing hamlet and then, from 1790, developed into a
quiet and fashionable seaside watering place. The ‘Regis’
was added to Bognor after King George V convalesced
at nearby Aldwick in 1928.
Return leave: Bognor Pier 5.00pm
Littlehampton 5.30pm
Arriving back at Godstone by approx. 7.00pm.

Adult £22.95 • Child £20.95

For bookings call (01883) 713633

Military Odyssey
at Detling Showground
Depart Oxted 8.00am (Route A) for the drive to Detling
Showground, nr Maidstone, and the Military Odyssey,
the world’s largest multi-period re-enactment show.
Over 4,000 re-enactors and living history enthusiasts
cover a vast period of global history, including Romans,
Vikings, Medieval, Napoleonic, the American Civil War,
the Wild West, World Wars I & II, Vietnam right up to
the present day. Regardless of your historical
knowledge, there is bound to be something for you.
The 200 acre site has two separate arenas in addition
to the main battlefield, where battlefield re-enactments
take place all weekend. There will be a vast array of
military vehicles from many different eras and nations,
some of which take part in re-enactments on the
battlefield, adding to the atmosphere of the battle.
Refreshments available. Return leave 6.00pm, arriving
back at Godstone approx. 6.45pm.

DAY EXCURSIONS 2018

Saturday 25th August

Adult £35.95

Sen Cit £33.95 • Child £25.95

© Flickr - Chris Turner

(Inclusive of Coach/Entry to Military Odyssey)

Tuesday 28th August

Rye & Tenterden
Depart Oxted 9.15am (Route B) for enchanting Rye
which, in Elizabethan times was a port, heavily armed
with cannon, but such defences were useless against
the town’s ageless enemy, the sea. Silting was a
constant problem, and as the sea receded it left the
town high and dry. It is now some two miles inland.
Here you will be at leisure to explore and find lunch.
Wander the cobbled streets, admire the beautiful
buildings, many of which are Elizabethan, some with
Georgian frontages, and enjoy the superb range of
shops and restaurants which characterise this famous
Cinque Port whose buildings cluster around the top of a
little sandstone hill watching over Romney Marsh and
guarding the coastline. Early afternoon we make our
way to the Weald town of Tenterden, held to be William
Caxton’s birthplace. It is a market town with one of the
most attractive main streets in the South of England –
wide, tree lined and full of Georgian houses and shops
with bow fronted windows, porticoed doorways and
shiplapped-timber frontages. Here there will be time to
browse and maybe enjoy afternoon tea before making
our way home. Return leave 5.00pm. Arriving back at
Limpsfield Chart by approx. 6.15pm.

Adult £23.75 • Child £16.75

For bookings call (01883) 713633

© Flickr - Garry Knight
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Thursday 30th August

Highclere Castle
(Downton Abbey)
Depart Oxted 9.00am (Route A) for the drive to
Highclere Castle, home to the Carnarvon family since
1679 and with a fascinating connection to ancient
Egypt, as the 5th Earl, with Howard Carter, discovered
the tomb of Tutankhamun in 1922. There is an
exhibition that commemorates this historic event.
Described as the largest occupied mansion in
Hampshire and the finest inhabited Victorian residence
in all England, the extravagant interiors range from
church Gothic through Moorish flamboyance and
Rococo revival to solid masculinity in the Long Library.
The gardens feature great stretches of glasshouse in a
walled garden, magnificent parkland designed by
‘Capability’ Brown and a Secret Garden with a beautiful
curving lawn surrounded by densely planted herbaceous
gardens. Downton Abbey, the major drama series from
ITV was filmed on location at Highclere Castle.
Refreshments available. Return leave 4.15pm. Arriving
back at Godstone by approx. 6.00pm.

Adult £41.95 • Child £31.55

(Inclusive of Coach/Entry to Castle/Gardens)
© Flickr - Adma Dimmick

Saturday 1st September

DAY EXCURSIONS 2018

Eurotunnel to Plugstreet, the Pool
of Peace & the Last Post
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Depart Oxted 5.15am (Route A) for the drive to Folkestone and the
Eurotunnel to Coquelles, France. From here we make our way to
Ploegsteert, or Plugstreet as it was known by the British soldiers, where
we shall have time to visit the Plugstreet 14-18 Experience. This
amazing museum uses cutting-edge technology, touch screens and
animations to present the British and German positions in CominesWarneton as well as the civilians and soldiers’ life in a region torn by
the war and 4 years of occupation. Whilst in the area, we shall also visit
the Ploegsteert Memorial to the Missing and the Hyde Park Corner
Cemetery. From here we make our way to Kemmel, where we shall visit
some restored German trenches before continuing on to
Spanbroekmolen Mine Crater Memorial – The Pool of Peace. Also known
as Lone Tree Crater, it is the site of the largest of 19 mines blown by
the British Army in the early hours of the morning of 7th June 1917.
This signalled the launch of the Battle of Messines. The last stop of the
day is Ypres, where there will be time to enjoy an evening meal (cost
not included) before, at 8 o’clock, experiencing the haunting strains of
the Last Post. Home late evening. (Passport required.)

Cost £67.50

(Inclusive of Coach/Eurotunnel/Entry to Plugstreet 14-18 Experience)

© Flickr - Ben Sutherland

For bookings call (01883) 713633

