
Bas ed in Ch elt enh am Spa,E ng land’s mo s t complet eReg ency t o w n,t h is delig h t fu lt o u r ex plo r es t h e

Cot s w olds ,des cr ibed as “ t h emo s t E ng lis h and leas t s poiled ofallou r co u nt r y s ides ” by JB Pr ies t ley .E v en

t oday t h er eis no w h er equ it eas qu int es s ent ially E ng lis h as Th eCot s w olds ,an ar eaofo u t s t anding nat u r al

beau t y w it h t r anqu il,h oney colo u r ed v illag es and r olling h ills . Th is ch ar ming blend ofs leepy v illag es ,

bu s t ling mar ket t o w ns and br eat h -t aking nat u r als cener y g iv es as t u nning backdr op t o t h emy r iad of

int er es t ing and h is t o r icplaces t o v is it .

Co t s w o lds at E as t e r
6 – 9 A p r il
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Departing from O xted at 9.00am

and making a stop for coffee along th e w ay w e arrive

late morning in th e h istoric and eleg ant tow n of

Ch eltenh am. H ere w e sh all be at leisure to find lunch

and brow se before continuing on to our h otel.

Today w e sh all be met at th e

h otel by a local g uide and taken on a full day tour of

th e Cotsw olds, renow ned for being th e epitome of

th e E ng lish countryside, w ith g entle h ills criss-crossed

w ith stone w alls and dotted w ith ch arming villag es.

O ur tour w ill take us to B roadw ay w h ich , as its name
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F RIDAY 6 APRIL sug g ests, is dominated by a w ide main street. In th e

north ern Cotsw olds all roads lead to th e h ill-top tow n

of Stow -on-th e-W old and th is is w h ere w e sh all make

our w ay for lunch . Stow ’s tow n square is larg e and

impressive, w ith various h ouses, sh ops and inns

around th e edg e, all built in th e local stone. O ur drive

th is afternoon w ill take us on via B urford w h ere th e

steep main street leads dow n to th e medieval bridg e

over th e RiverW indrush and back to our h otel.

A fter breakfast w e make our

w ay to Slimbridg eW ildfow l & W etlands Trust. Th e
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TH ISTL E H O TEL
C h e lt e n h a m

A ll bedrooms are en suite w ith TV,

teleph one & h ospitality tray.

3 nig h ts Dinner, B ed & B reakfast.

Time to explore Ch eltenh am

Full day g uided tour of th e Cotsw olds

E ntry to B erkeley Castle, w ith g uided tour

E ntry to Slimbridg eW etlands Trust

E ntry to H ig h clere Castle & E g yptolog y

E xh ibition

Sin g le Ro o m Su p p : £ 60.00

£ 380.00 PER PERSO N

W h at ’s in clu ded
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Te l:(01883 )713 63 3 E m ail:info@ s kinner s .t r av el

w w w .s kinner s .t r av el

vision of naturalist and artist Sir Peter Scott, it is

h ome to an outstanding array of w ildlife including

th e w orld’s larg est collection of sw ans, g eese and

ducks and many rare and endang ered species. H ere

w e sh all be free to enjoy th e aw ard-w inning visitor

centre overlooking nationally and internationally

protected w etlands, see th e amaz ing view s over th e

River Severn from th e Sloane O bservation Tow er and

relax as w e amble th roug h 50 h ectares of landscaped

g rounds. E arly afternoon w e make our w ay to

B erkeley Castle, possibly th e most outstanding

example of M edieval domestic arch itecture in th e

country. Th e most remarkable th ing about th e Castle

is th at for nine centuries, th e building , th e B erkeley

family, th e arch ives (w h ich g o back to th e 12th

Century), th e contents, th e estate and th e tow n h ave

all survived tog eth er. H ere w e sh all h ave a g uided

tour of th is unique building follow ed by time to view

th e g ardens.

Departing after breakfast w e

commence our h omew ard journey, making a stop at

H ig h clere Castle, h ome to th e Carnarvon family since

16 7 9 and w ith a fascinating connection to ancient

E g ypt, as th e 5th E arl, w ith H ow ard Carter, discovered

th e tomb of Tutankh amun in 1922. Th ere is an

exh ibition th at commemorates th is h istoric event.

Described as th e larg est occupied mansion in

H ampsh ire and th e finest inh abited Victorian

residence in all E ng land, th e extravag ant interiors

rang e from ch urch G oth ic th roug h M oorish

flamboyance and Rococo revival to solid masculinity

in th e L ong L ibrary. Th e g ardens feature g reat

stretch es of g lassh ouse in a w alled g arden,

mag nificent parkland desig ned by ‘Capability’ B row n

and a Secret G arden w ith a beautiful curving law n

surrounded by densely planted h erbaceous borders.

Dow nton A bbey, th e major drama series from ITV w as

filmed on location at H ig h clere Castle. Follow ing our

visit w e continue our h omew ards journey, arriving

early evening .
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